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Main features of the projectMain features of the project

� Experience from the 
United Health Foundation 
State Health Rankings 
� Wisconsin� Wisconsin
� TN, ….

� Model includes both 
health determinants and 
health outcomes

� Focused on rankings for 
county level indicators



Why rankingWhy ranking

�Allows comparisons
�Easy to understand:

� Summarizes and translates PH info to 
the public

�Stimulates discussion, debate about 
health disparities, differences
� Learn from each other how to achieve 

best possible level of population health



The modelThe model

Kindig D, Stoddart G. What is Population Health, American Journal of Public 
Health, March 2003



Health Policies, Determinants and IndicatorsHealth Policies, Determinants and Indicators



Three Major RankingsThree Major Rankings

�Health Outcomes
�Health Determinants
�Overall Health Index�Overall Health Index
� Lag time for outcomes to affect 

determinants:
� Comparison of determinants and 

outcomes rankings can help estimate 
which direction the county is moving



Criteria for selection of 
indicators

Criteria for selection of 
indicators

�Direct proxy measure of important 
aspect of PH

�Data reasonably valid
�Data publicly available
�Data available at county level
�Data current and updated regularly

� Most current data set from each source 
used



Sources of dataSources of data

�BRFSS = 11
�State Vital Statistics = 7
�Census = 6�Census = 6
�KDHE, various = 3
�Others = 4
TOTAL = 31



Small countsSmall counts

� Acceptable sample size depends on 
source of data

� KDHE: no vital events with < 6 counts are 
reported (confidentiality concerns)reported (confidentiality concerns)

� CDC: no BRFSS reporting if N < 50
� When count is insufficient:

� Values are not shown in any of the tables
� Values are included in the calculation of the 

ranking



Number or Reportable 
Indicators

Number or Reportable 
Indicators

31 Indicators 26 
countiescounties

20 to 30 Indicators 69 
counties

< 20 Indicators 10 
counties

Smallest number of Indicators = 15 2 counties



A report is 
coming 
soon….







Kansas Health InstituteKansas Health Institute

Healthier Kansans through Healthier Kansans through 
informed decisions


